
DEAR READERS:

This Community Update presents
the cleanup status of the portion 
of the former Oakland Army Base,
now known as the Former 
Oakland Army Base – Economic
Development Conveyance Area.    

The Department of Toxic Sub-
stances Control (DTSC) is 
overseeing the cleanup of soil and
groundwater at the former Oakland
Army Base.  DTSC encourages
ongoing public involvement in the
environmental cleanup process 
and welcomes community input
regarding the cleanup efforts.  

DTSC would appreciate your feed-
back by completing the enclosed
“Community Survey.”

SITE BACKGROUND

The former Oakland Army Base
encompasses approximately 425
acres.  Much of the former Oakland
Army Base property was originally
tidal flats or shallow open water.
During the first half of 1900s, the
area was filled to create the land
subsequently acquired by the Army 

SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATIONS

The Army has been conducting site
environmental investigations and
selected remedial actions since 
1989.  DTSC is the primary 
regulatory agency overseeing the
investigation and cleanup of the 
former Oakland Army Base.  The
California Regional Water Quality
Control Board-San Francisco Bay
Region, regulates the removal and
closure of petroleum fuel tanks.
The United States Environmental
Protection Agency provides consul-
tation services to the State regulatory
agencies.  

The Army’s remedial activities have
included: removal of aboveground
and underground petroleum storage
tanks, removal of petroleum hydro-
carbons from monitoring wells, 
excavation of pesticide contaminated
soil from the off-site wetlands area,
and replacement of many trans-
formers and electrical equipment
containing polychlorinated biphenyls.

Based on previous investigation
results, the Army found areas with
soil and groundwater contamination
requiring cleanup.  In July 2002,  
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in 1941.  The site is located south of
the San Francisco Bay Bridge, west 
of the 880 Freeway, and east of the
Port of Oakland along Maritime
Street in Oakland, California.

The former Oakland Army Base
served as a major Army cargo port
and warehousing facility from 1941
until the Army closed the base
under the Base Realignment and
Closure program on September 30,
1999.  The Army used the former
based as a distribution center, which
included locomotive engines and
trucks maintenance, preparation of 
military vehicles and support system
for overseas operations, and military
vehicles and equipment services. 
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SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATIONS
(continued)

DTSC held a 30-day public com-
ment period and hosted a public
meeting to solicit community input
on a draft Remedial Action Plan
(RAP) concerning seven high priority
sites.  DTSC approved the RAP in
September 2002 specifying cleanup
at these sites (RAP Sites).  In addi-
tion to the RAP sites, 140 low
priority sites were identified as Risk
Management Plan Locations (RMP
Locations). 

The RAP Sites are areas with vari-
ous contaminants in soil and/
or groundwater.  The seven sites
include the Building 1 area,
Building 99 soil, Building 99
groundwater, Building 991 area, 

425-acre former Oakland Army 
Base property to the Oakland Base 
Reuse Authority (OBRA) for indus-
trial and commercial development.
OBRA has renamed these 363.5
acres the Former Oakland Army
Base – Economic Development
Conveyance Area (EDC Area).  In
August 2006, approximately half 
the property is scheduled to be
transferred to the Port of Oakland 
for maritime, rail, and other port
development.  The Army, Army
Reserve, and the California
Department of Transportation 
continue to own the areas that 
have not been transferred.  
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Building 807 groundwater, Buildings 
808 and 823 groundwater, and for-
mer underground storage tanks
11A/12A/13A.

The RMP Locations are predomi-
nantly areas with incidental petrole-
um related releases in shallow soil.
These locations include washracks,
sumps, oil-water separators, 
miscellaneous operations, tanks, 
former industrial and chemical 
handling locations, historical spills
and stains, etc. 

PROPERTY TRANSFER

In August 2003, the Army trans-
ferred 363.5 acres of the original 
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CLEANUP SCHEDULE

The implementation schedule for
the selected remedial actions at the
RAP Sites and RMP Locations at
the EDC Area will conform to the
phased approach of redevelopment 
proposed by the City of Oakland.
Within this phased approach,
OBRA and the Port of Oakland 
will complete all remedial actions 
at the RAP Sites by August 2008.
OBRA and the Port of Oakland 
will implement the remedies for 
the RMP Locations by August 
2013 in phases consistent with 
redevelopment projects.

PROJECT ONGOING ACTIVITIES

OBRA and the Port of Oakland
have designed the required activities
to provide a seamless transfer.  To
date these activities include:

•Establishing and conducting  
accounting and contracting
procedures.

•Coordinating with the regulatory 
agencies.

•Preparing the required status 
reports for the United States
Army and regulatory agencies.

•Completing remediation 

•Completed pre-design investiga-
tions at the former Building 1 
area and the Building 99 area.

•Requested site closure for 14 
underground storage tank 
locations.

INFORMATION REPOSITORIES

Information about the EDC Area
cleanup and site related documents
are available at:

Oakland Main Library
125 14th Street
Oakland, CA 94612

Oakland Base Reuse Authority
700 Murmansk Street, Suite 3  
Oakland, CA 94607

City of Oakland, 
Planning and Zoning Division
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, 
Suite 3330
Oakland, CA 94612

West Oakland Public Library
1801 Adeline Street
Oakland, CA 94607

Department of Toxic 
Substances Control
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 100
Berkeley, CA 94112

schedules, budgets, and 
pre-design investigations.  

•Developing the draft design 
documents for the RAP Sites.

•Preparing the required plans such 
as the community relations plan.

•Developing activities for quality 
assurance, groundwater monitoring,
and site control.

•Implementing the environmental 
compliance program to ensure 
tenant compliance with lease 
requirements and environmental 
regulations.

COMPLETED PROJECT ACTIVITIES

•Installed five new monitoring 
wells and completed two rounds 
of basewide groundwater sampling.

•Prepared the draft Remedial 
Design and Implementation Plan 
for the Building 1 Area RAP Site.

•Prepared Pre-design investigation
Memoranda for the Building 1, 
Building 99 and 991 RAP Sites.

•Completed draft Quality 
Assurance Project Plan 
and Site Control Plan.
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IINFORMANFORMATIONTION CCONTONTAACTSCTS

Henry Wong, DTSC 
Remedial Project Manger
(510) 540-3770
hwong@dtsc.ca.gov

Andrew Clough, OBRA
Environmental Manager
(510) 986-2879
aclough@oaklandnet.com

OBRA’s Website 
http://www.oaklandnet.com/govement/obra/hp.html

DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control

EDC Area Former Oakland Army Base – Economic Development 
Conveyance Area

OBRA Oakland Base Reuse Authority

RMP Risk Management Plan

RAP Remedial Action Plan

AABBREVIABBREVIATIONSTIONS ANDAND AACRONYMSCRONYMS
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Department of Toxic Substances Control
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200

Berkeley, California 94710-2721

La Antigua Base Militar de Oakland
Transferencia del Terreno para Urbanización Económica

Limpieza Ambiental
Oakland, California

Abril, 2005

El Departamento de Control de Sustancias Tóxicas (DCST) solicita sus comentarios y opiniones sobre la
limpieza ambiental en desarrollo de la antigua Base Militar de Oakland descrita en el Boletín Comunitario 
incluido. El DCST se encuentra actualmente revisando propuestas correctivas para el Plan de Medidas
Correctivas que fue aprobado en 2002.  Esperamos puedan tomarse un momento para participar en nuestra
breve encuesta.  Sus respuestas nos ayudarán a determinar el nivel de interés de la comunidad, a llevar a cabo 
las actividades publicitarias necesarias, y a mantenerlos al corriente de este proyecto.  Cuando hayan terminado
esta encuesta comunitaria, favor de enviarla para el 31 de Mayo, 2005 a Nancy Cook, Especialista de Partici-
pación Pública,  DTSC - 700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, California 94710.

1.  Favor de indicar sus conocimientos sobre este proyecto.  

❑ No tengo conocimientos sobre este proyecto.

❑ Tengo alguna información.

❑ Tengo mucha información.

2.  Favor de indicar su interés en este proyecto.  

❑ No tengo conocimientos sobre este proyecto y no pudiera decirles si   estoy interesado(a). 

❑ Tengo cierto interés.  Quisiera leer o saber más sobre este proyecto.

❑ Tengo mucho interés.  Estoy dispuesto(a) a hablar con alguien y a leer la información que se me envíe.

3.  Favor de indicar si está dispuesto(a) a acudir a una reunión sobre este proyecto. 

❑ No acudiría a una reunión.

❑ Puede que acuda a una reunión si me es conveniente.

❑ Sí acudiría a una reunión.

4.  Díganos si usted va a reuniones públicas sobre asuntos que le interesan.   

❑ No voy a reuniones públicas.

❑ Sí voy a reuniones públicas si se tratan de asuntos que me interesan.

❑  Sí voy a reuniones públicas regularmente.
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Arnold Schwarzenegger
Governor

Alan C. Lloyd, PH.D.
Agency Secretary
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La Angtigua de Oakland Transferencia del Terreno para Urbanizacion Economica
Limpieza Ambiental
Oakland, California
April, 2005

5.  ¿En que idioma le gustaría recibir información sobre este proyecto?

❑ Inglés

❑ Español

❑ Otro___________________

6.  Queremos darle más información sobre el proyecto.   ¿Cuál es la mejor manera de hacerlo? 

❑ Información impresa  y cartas.

❑ El periódico.  ¿Qué periódico lee? ______________________________

❑  La radio. ¿Qué emisora de radio escucha? ______________________________

❑ Reuniones comunitarias.  ¿Qué hora le es más conveniente?

_____ durante el día _____ en la noche _____ Sábado

7.  A veces necesitamos hablar con miembros de la comunidad para aprender más.  ¿Estaría dispuesto(a) a hablar
con nosotros? 

❑ No

❑ Sí. ¿Cómo nos podemos comunicar con usted?

Nombre y Apellido_______________________________________________
Dirección______________________________________________________
Teléfono ______________________________________________________

8.  ¿Hay algún grupo comunitario activo en su barrio con el cual debemos de ponernos en contacto?

Nombre del Grupo ___________________________________________________________________
Dirección__________________________________________________________________
Teléfono_____________________________________________________________

Gracias por tomarse el tiempo de rellenar esta encuesta.  Si tiene alguna pregunta sobre este proyecto, no dude
en llamarnos pues queremos saber de usted.

Nancy Cook Henry Wong
Public Participation Specialist Project Manager
700 Heinz Avenue 700 Heinz Avenue
Berkeley, California  94710 Berkeley, California  94710
(510) 540-3923 (510) 540-3770
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Department of Toxic Substances Control
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200

Berkeley, California 94710-2721

Former Oakland Army Base – Economic Development Conveyance Area
Environmental Cleanup

Oakland, California
April, 2005

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) would like comments, opinions and concerns about the
ongoing environmental cleanup of the former Oakland Army Base site as described in the enclosed Community
Update.  DTSC is presently reviewing remedial designs for the Remedial Action Plan that was approved in 2002.
We hope you will take the time to  participate in our brief survey. Your responses on the survey will help us to
determine the level of community interest, conduct appropriate outreach activities and give you information
about the project status. When you complete the enclosed community survey, please return it to Nancy Cook,
DTSC Public Participation Specialist, 700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, California, by May 31, 2005.

1.  Please mark your current knowledge about this site.  

❑ I do not know anything about the site.

❑ I have some information about the site.

❑ I know a lot about the site.

2.  Please mark your interest in this site.  

❑ I do not know anything about this site and cannot tell you if I am interested or not.

❑ I have some interest.  I would be interested in hearing or reading more about this site.

❑ I am very interested.  I would read information mailed to me and talk to people about the site.

3.  Please mark your willingness to attend a meeting regarding this site. 

❑ I would not attend a meeting.

❑ I might attend a meeting if it was convenient for me.

❑ I would attend a meeting.

4.  Please tell us if you attend public meetings on issues of interest to you.   

❑ I do not attend public meetings.

❑ I attended some public meetings that are of special interest to me.

❑  I attend public meetings regularly.
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Former Oakland Army Base – Economic Development Conveyance Area
Environmental Cleanup
Oakland, California
April, 2005

5.  Do you have a language preference for receiving information about this site?

❑ English

❑ Spanish

❑ Other___________________

6.  We want to tell you more about this site.  What is the best way to give you information? 

❑ Printed material and/or letters.

❑ By newspaper. What newspaper do you read? ______________________________

❑  By radio. What radio station do you listen to? ______________________________

❑ Community meetings.  When is the best time for you to attend? 

_____During the day _____In the evening _____ Saturday

7.  We sometimes need to talk with community members to learn more.  Would you be willing to talk with us? 

❑ No

❑ Yes  How may we contact you?

Name________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________
Telephone number _____________________________________________

8.  Do you have an active community group in your neighborhood that we should contact?  If so, please
provide us with the following information:

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________
City, State, zip code________________________________________________________
Phone number_____________________________________________________________

We appreciate the time you have taken to fill out this survey.  If you have questions or concerns regarding this
site, please call us; we want to hear from you.

Nancy Cook Henry Wong
Public Participation Specialist Project Manager
700 Heinz Avenue 700 Heinz Avenue
Berkeley, California  94710 Berkeley, California  94710
(510) 540-3923 (510) 540-3770

2


